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native of New Zealand is
the first person to hold the
Jay Lush Endowed Chair in
Animal Breeding and Genetics at Iowa State.
Dorian Garrick arrived in the Department of Animal Science in August,
after five years as professor of animal
breeding and genetics at Colorado State
University.
Lush, a Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor in Agriculture and
faculty member from 1930 to 1966,
is considered the father of modern
animal breeding and was one of the first
to teach the importance of selective
breeding. The Lush Endowed Chair
was established in 2004. Tom and Jean
Sutherland, Fort Collins, Colo., took
the lead in establishing the Chair with
a $1 million commitment. Lush was
Tom Sutherland’s major professor during
graduate school. Other former students, friends and family of Lush also
have contributed to the endowment.
Garrick earned a bachelor’s degree at
Massey University in New Zealand in
1982 and a doctorate at Cornell University in 1988. He returned to Massey the
same year and began work as a teacher
and researcher.
In 1994, Garrick was named the A.L.
Rae Chair at Massey University, a title
he continues to hold. Rae, also a New
Zealand native, earned a doctorate at
Iowa State in 1950, where he was a
graduate student under Lush.
Garrick’s past research exposed him
to the genetic improvement of a range
of animal species and a variety of traits.
“Animal breeding is using knowledge
of genetics to improve populations,” he
says. “There is a tremendous amount
of work being done in animal genomics, and knowledge being generated,
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Dorian Garrick has more than Jay Lush’s name as part of his new title at Iowa State – he also
has Lush’s desk. The ornate desk, which was originally a piano, was rescued by Richard Willham, Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor in Agriculture and Life Sciences and emeritus
professor of animal science, from a leaky garage as the Lush home in Ames was being sold. The
Willhams used it in their home for many years before donating it to the animal science department when the Lush Endowed Chair was established.

that needs to be transferred into
animal breeding.”
At Iowa State, Garrick sees the
greatest opportunity in beef cattle.
He is a director of the National Beef
Cattle Evaluation Consortium, which
is responsible for the development of
selection tools.
“The critical mass of universities
working on beef cattle has declined,”
Garrick says. “That’s sad, given the value
of the beef industry. I feel an obligation
for Iowa State to pick up the reins and
assist with beef cattle improvements.”
In particular, Garrick says he hopes
to establish a closer relationship
with the American Angus Association. “Iowa State has a long history of
research and collaboration with Angus
breeders,” he says. “We have a herd
of 450 registered Angus cows and I
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look forward to making use of these
animals in my research.”
Garrick has found Ames to be “very
much a college town,” he says. “I’m
impressed with the academic environment. There isn’t a day without an interesting seminar somewhere on campus
or interesting visitors from elsewhere in
the world.”
He’s also impressed with Iowa, a
state he visited briefly in the 1980s on a
pheasant hunting trip. “There is a recognition of the importance and relevance
of agriculture to the state, by people
both within and outside the agriculture
industry,” he says.
The Department of Animal Science
will hold a symposium honoring Lush
on April 25, 2008, at which time Garrick will be formally installed as the
Lush Endowed Chair.

conversation with Allyson
Chwee will keep you on
your toes. Chwee talks about
game theory, quantitative
math and macro- or microeconomics
with ease. It’s the expertise that’s indicative of the students who make up
Iowa State University’s national awardwinning Agricultural Business Club.
Chwee is a senior in agricultural
business, economics and international
agriculture from Elgin, Ill. She took the
LSAT in October and hopes it will open
the door to law school.
“I want to work in agriculture and
I’ve always wanted to go to law school,”
Chwee says.
Ron Deiter, professor of economics
and the club’s adviser, says Chwee is an
amazing student and representative of
the club’s members. When she was a
sophomore, he says, she already had a
lengthy resume.
“We have a high percentage of
students involved in the club and they
aren’t just members — they are leaders,” Deiter says.
Chwee is among the best. For the
past two years she chaired the FFA
barbecue committee, organizing and
distributing food to 3,000 high school
students who visit campus for the State
FFA Leadership Conference. She’s cochaired the Ag Career Day committee
for two years, tutors students in math
and works to recruit new members to
the club.
“To recruit we have fun activities like
the tailgate to attract and retain current students, but we also reach out to
potential students at Iowa’s community
colleges,” Chwee says.
Chwee enjoyed high school economics, her grandfather’s farm and 4-H. She
knew she wanted to go into agriculture
and Iowa State fit her needs.

“I chose this major because it’s so
versatile – you can farm, or work in
merchandising, sales, risk management
or insurance. Or you can work for a
nonprofit, go to graduate school or law
school,” Chwee says.
For Chwee, the learning communities
and honors classes made a difference in
her college career.
“It was beneficial because you take
all your classes with other ag business
freshmen and you end up with a great
group of friends,” Chwee says.
In the honors program Chwee had
the opportunity to participate in leadership seminars, develop lesson plans and
help teach a class. She’s currently working on her honors project and presentation for this year.
“For my project, I’m going to analyze how farmers choose the crops
they plant,” Chwee says. “This year,
obviously, corn prices were high so
many acres were switched to corn,
but how high do corn prices have to
be relative to soybean prices to make
the switch?”
For now, Chwee is leaving her career
choices open. If law school is an option,
she plans to represent ag businesses. After two summer internships working for
Ag Processing Inc. (AGP) she’s ready
for the corporate world.
“This summer I worked on biodiesel sales and government relations in
Omaha,” Chwee says. “I learned a lot,
especially about the energy legislation
currently in Congress and the proposed
renewable fuel standard.”
Chwee wrote an analytical article
about the proposed renewable fuel
standard, it was published in the October/November issue of AGP News.
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Allyson Chwee is a leading member of ISU’s
award-winning Ag Business Club.

The Agricultural Business
Club received the 2007 National
Outstanding Chapter Award and
National Creative Club Award
from the American Agricultural
Economics Association (AAEA).
The club has earned the outstanding chapter designation eight times
since 1992 and the creative club
award five times since 2000.
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